$600 Igzﬂ!xnnption--l

. 'Recently there was & letter in the publication of the
Mational Fraternal Seciety of the Deaf in which the writer stated
. his opposition to an extira income tam exemption for the deaf.
In it he wrote that he wishad propoments of the extra tax exemp-
_tion would wake up to the ill effects of such an exemptlon.

i

.1 wish such opponents as th® writer would wake up and
study this question from all angles instead of clamping their
hands over thseir eyes, refusing to "listen" to the matter any
further. It makes sense to ask for such an extra tax exemption.
It has sound footing as to the need. It is legal to ask for .
such a boost to purchasing power. It is no disgrace to ask for
this help for those who need it. There are some of us who are
earning an adsquate income and do not need the extra exsmption,
I will sgree this much. What I do not concur on is the haste
in dumping the idea in the garbage can without giving the ques-
tion all the moneideration that it deserves.

4 In that letter it was claimed employers would hesitate
to hire the deaf workers on the basis they werse granted an ex-
tra. tax exemption. I have filled out applications for employ-
ment and my understanding was that my being hired depended on
my qualifications as an .employee, nowhere was tax mentioned.
I believe employers would not give a secong thought,to that
extra exemption--urless such an exemption should also bene-
£it them. So here is something to comsider. The deal have
difficultiss in Pinding work. Could that extra exsmption

_ law be wmitten to encourage more employers to hire the deaf
workers?®2 Ist us not be too hasty in saylng No. Maybe this
is feasible. :

s : It was written in the same letter that fellow workers -
" would be disgusted with the idea that the deaf co-worker ls EEbS
.getting an extra tax exemption, andthat the displeasure would i
- be vented in a form of revenge by shoving unpleasant work upom -
- the deaf worker. Such. situaticons exist today and we are mot
7 gottingvgnq;oxtra«taxcg;umggéan_oither. There # are two types
. of {'ﬁ"ﬁ;‘ "one twpe that 1ikms the deaf and the other tfpe. -
‘that disifkéssthe deaf, There Ls Do in-between type of people
'+ - yhere the deaf are concernsd. . The exira tax exempiion would °
-~ "’ not make matters worse. -Noi long age I started out on asurvey
" " gs to the public's attitude of this extra. exemption. M¥ goal
.~ was. to have 50 replies and .I mepaged to get 11 before my en- i
'/ Uthuslasm fizzled. Not one . of ‘the 11 replles indicated that
“7.‘ “the exemption would be granting a spaecial privilege to the
© . ‘deaff. ‘‘My evaluation was that such an exemption for the deaf
< yonld be accepted by the general public; and that the peperal
*. public would take it fot themselves if they could get it.

Y. The oppenents to this exira tax exemptiom falled to
" - pealige there are others who need it badly. There are deaf
- in the low incoms-field who should have this boost to their
~ -purchaging power. .Ist us consider the $4,000 incoms as the
"!Qxinnm‘whpro the extra tax exenfjtion would apply.  With the
- lmss of hearing dus to certain dissases, there have besh cases
“ ' of trein damage that prevent full reception. of educaticn. .
v 7nose .deaf will pever pull'thsmselves up by thedr bootstraps,
‘regardless of .amount of training, simply becauss they are Xz
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trapped in their stuatidns by their deafness and inadequate
-intelligence. Ths opponents thus far have been the upper
crust deaf vwhose vanity has led them to write reams of paper
decrying such an idea. They have no.idea of what they have
done., They have hemmed the ones who need thea exemption fur-~
ther inm the cage of helplessness. Let us wake up and be our
brothers! keepers! Those who need it cannot write as well
as those blinded by their vain pride into denying the want
or the need for the extra sxemption.

‘ How about those who have other handicaps with theilr
.deafness¥> Medicine has progressed to the point where more
bables are baing saved. Such babiles, if deaf, may also have
other handicaps. In the Montana School for the Deaf the ratio
has been 1 deaf and spastic child to 5 healthy deaf children
in the last 6 years. This is 20 per cvent and for every 100
"pormal deaf" child®en this comes %o 20 deaf and spastic chilp
dren. Theme epastic dhilfiren have limited muscular control
and positively inadequate strength later as adults to earn
their living in a trade requiring physical labor. Desk jpbs
~&re not within their capabllites because they cannot use the
ghona. Also their manual dexterity 1s not that of the average

eaf . i '

- Those deafl and spastie children as adults will be
having higher expenses ghan the average deaf wage aarners to- oy )
day. They will be unable to drive to work snd will be depend- N 1
ing on taxis or other drivers. Their medical bills will be v

“heavier than those of the average dsaf, as a spastic does mnot
have the same median of good health.as an average person. -
Nust they be a drain om this country's exonomy due to their

- -low incomes and being in the regular taxation bracket?

& A The extra $600 exemption granted to the blind was not.
- .. - based on sympathy nor given as a gift. The extra expenses en-
©  countered by the dblind due to their handicaprindicated the - -
need for such a grant. Do not the deaf have extra axpenses? Ty g
. If we wantad an item, we have to hunt for it in our cars, log- .
.. ing time end consuming gasolipe which 1s pridad higher thap &
57 .. phone call. Think of all ths bargains we, the deaf, have failed
o 7. to. gadn. . Think of thmvdo;lara;wghébuld'havn,sgvedkg;€8°1hgxtoﬁf“w
v auctions. - Think. of ths trisl and error way we have to live ‘
< . due to onr deafpess, Do not we have a higher cost of living?
=+, The trouble vi%h the upper crust deaf 1s they look at this :
77~ m-tax exsmption idea from the wrong angle. For those of us

* Who have adequate incoms, Wo napege--but those of us with in- -
5§gg;;ciggt incoqp;are not making mush headway. ; :

3 I rcpcat~~th@fo are merits in this extra tax;ithntiop
idea mmand it ahogbd he supported by all of us, for those of

ug who negd*it;‘
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