
Four years ago, Nemi and Te l i a
Rodgers rejoiced in the grow i n g
vocabulary of their one-year-
old. They had fun helping L.J.
discover how to say “Bye-Bye”
and “Momma,” “Daddy” and
“ Gr a n n y.” He was doing gre a t .
Then, at about 13 months, 
they noticed he wasn’t saying
some of the words he knew. At
16 months, he stopped talking.

A doctor treated L . J . for an 
ear infection, but his speech did
not return. Two months l a t e r,
a hospital ABR test showed he
had seve re to profound hearing
loss affecting both ears.

L . J . had hearing aids for five
months, then re c e i ved a coch-
lear implant before his second
b i rt h d a y. Once a week for a 
ye a r, the Rodgers drove an hour
f rom their Russellville, Ark a n s a s
home for an hour of speech
therapy in Little Rock, but L . J .
made little pro g ress. The Ro d -
gers re a l i zed he needed more , s o
they decided to visit St. Louis.

“We toured other schools,
but when we visited CID, we
fell in love ,” Telia said. “CID
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showed us successful children
and we we re comforted to learn
that our son could maybe go 
to a regular school.”

“CID had everything L.J.
needed – educational expertise,
speech therapy, audiology, occu-
pational therapy – the full pack-
a g e ,” Nemi said. “It was the
middle of the school ye a r, but
they said they would take him 
as soon as we could get there .”

Nemi took immediate 
action, landing a new job while 
he was still in St. Louis. Te l i a
went home and, with L.J.’s sis-
ter, Maya, and grandma, Yetta 
Edwards, began to pack. They
found a house on the internet,
loaded a rented truck and left
their family and friends. 

Sn ow and ice added two
hours to the nine-hour trip to
St. Louis. Yetta, who drove the
t ruck while the others took the
family car, later relocated, too, 
so she could witness her grand-
s o n’s pro g ress. Like Nemi, Yetta 
left a well-paying job. “I didn’t
want to hear L.J. talk just 
over the telephone,” she said.

s o u n d e f f e c t s

Big move for L.J.: A family’s drive for success

According to Yetta, the 
sacrifices have been worth it.
“Before L.J. came to CID, 
he could make sounds, but he
didn’t say ‘boo,’” she said. 

“Within the first few months,
L.J. was saying ‘He l l o’ and ‘Da d -
d y.’ That was just huge for us,”
Telia said. “Now, eve ry time 
he comes home from school,
he says something different.”

L.J. recently joined a CID
class designed to help him
develop the speech, language,
pre-literacy and pre-academic
skills he will need to do kin-
d e r g a rten level work next ye a r. 

Maya, Telia, Isaiah, L.J., Nemi and Yetta

A lasting legacy: helping deaf children learn to talk

Sesslers bequeath $1 million 

“I am so thankful
for the support of
family – from my
own mom’s lov i n g
advice to Ye t t a
and Maya, who 
left a lot behind 
to help L.J. We 
all know CID is
w h e re he belongs.”

— Telia Rodgers

When Jessie Belle Sessler died
in April at age 90, she bequeathed
over $1 million to benefit C I D
students through the Charles
H. and Jessie B. Sessler Trust. 

Mrs. Sessler was a CID stu-
dent in the 1920s. She graduat-
ed from high school in 1940
and worked for a life insurance 
company. She and her husband
lived in Richmond, Missouri.

“We are grateful for Mrs.
Sessler’s family’s dedication to
helping others like herself –
coming to fruition decades af-
ter she graduated,” CID execu-
tive director Robin Feder said.

“This amazing gift prov i d e s
needed support at a time of
i n c reased enrollment in a tight
e c o n o m y. Their generosity will
help many children learn to talk.”  

“This a m a z i n g
gift prov i d e s
needed support
at a time of
i n c reased enro l l-
ment in a tight
e c o n o m y.” 

— Robin FederJesse Belle Sessler

Proud member

United Way of
Greater St. Louis
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“When our kids toss out
their first words and
bring tears to our eye s ,
or when they use the
phone for the first time
with confidence – we
k n ow it’s because of 
your dedication, deter-
mination and love. 
The support we re c e i ve
f rom CID is more than
we could have imag-
ined. W h e n we found
CID, it changed us for-
e ve r. ‘Thank Yo u’ isn’t
big enough to expre s s
h ow near and dear CID
is to our whole family.”

New families arrive at CID
facing the challenge of a life-
time. Cradling their new baby
or holding their adorable 
3 - ye a r - o l d’s hand, they won-
d e r, “Will my child learn t o
talk?” “Will she ever attend
our neighborhood school?”
“Will he have friends?” 
“ Is this the school that will
finally h a ve answers for us?”

We guide these families
e ve ry step of the way to get
t h rough those most difficult
times. And then the cloud
begins to lift. A baby gets her
first hearing aid and turns 
to hear her mother’s voice. 
A 2-year-old says “Daddy”
or “Mommy” or “cookie.”

At CID, we know about
challenges and how to guide
our families and childre n
t h rough them with expert i s e ,
compassion and wisdom.
And we also know how to

challenge ourselves to do our
best to help those we serve.  
In fact, challenge has become
the operative word at CID.        

CID staff members chal-
lenge themselves pro f e s s i o n -
a l l y. For example, in the past
two years, staff have pursued
two AuDs, a PhD, two mas-
t e r’s degrees and eight other
a d vanced cert i f i c a t i o n s .

We also challenge ourselve s
as an organization. In Ja n u -
a ry, we embarked on a jour-
ney with Missouri Sh ow Me
Challenge (SMC), s p o n s o re d
by the Exc e llence in Mi s s o u r i
Foundation. This foundation
recognizes organizations in
business, health care and 
education based on Ma l c o l m
Baldridge criteria for perfor-
mance excellence. We under-
took the SMC’s rigorous 
self-assessment to re ve a l
s t rengths and opport u n i t i e s
for improvement in all we do.
Nearly eve ry staff member
p rovided information to help
us set goals for our new
2011–2014 strategic plan.

CID is a vibrant organiza-
tion whose staff ro u t i n e l y
challenge themselves to be 
the best they can be. In the
past six years, the number of
families we serve has grow n
87 percent. In the past two
years, we have added new
w o rkshops, in-services, guid-
ed observations and distance
consultations for professionals. 

When we re c e i ve your 
g e n e rous investments in our
f u t u re – and letters from par-
ents like the one fro m Ta r a
Brengle above – we know 
we are on the right track.– R F

At CID’s graduation ceremony in Ma y, we 
c e l eb rated nine students who will attend neigh-
b o rhood schools in the fall. Front row : Tra v i o n
Fe r g u s o n , 5, of St. Louis, Addison Fe n n e b e r g ,
5, of Rock Hill, Missouri, Malakai As k e w, 7,
of Kirkwood, Missouri, and Jacob Williams, 7,
of Jennings, Missouri. Back row: James Wi l l i a m s ,
7, of Jennings, Avani Shandilya, 7, of Clayton,
Missouri, Bailey Sk u l t e t y, 9, of Troy, Illinois, and
Daijah Stayton, 7, of St. Louis. Nia W h i t e h e a d ,
10, of Florissant, Missouri, is not show n .

Congratulations, graduates!

Our friend, Ellen Clark 1 9 5 9 – 2 0 1 0

With great sadness, we re p o rt
the passing of Mrs. Ellen Clark
in March of 2010. Clark
succumbed to cerebroretinal
vasculopathy (CRV), a rare
hereditary disease. 

M r s . C l a rk re c e i ved audiol-
ogy services at CID as a child.
She had a seve re - p ro f o u n d
hearing loss. She helped raise
m o re than $1 million for C I D
t h rough her invo l vement with
Ultimate Picnics since 1998,
when she co-chaired the eve n t .
She will be fondly re m e m-
b e red and missed by many. 

We extend condolences 
to her family, including her
husband, Robert Clark. Mr.

C l a rk is past CID exe c u t i ve
d i re c t o r, past president and 
a current member of the
CID board of directors. 

Mrs. Clark spent her last
years promoting stem cell
re s e a rch, working for a cure
for CRV and counseling
families with a history of
C RV on how to have chil-
d ren free of the disease.

Robin M. Feder, MS, CFRE 
Executive Director  

rf e d e r @ c i d . e d u

Robin Feder’s granddaughter,
Mackenzie, is a student in 
the CID pre-k peer pro g r a m .

A rive rf ront ve nue, fun d e c o r, generously donated
auction items and a childre n’s perf o rmance made
for a festive and successful Ultimate Picnic 2 0 1 0 :
“ Ga rden Pa rt y” at the Four Seasons Hotel 
St. Louis in April. We are especially grateful to
our wonderful committee and its chair, Laurie
Mi l l e r, graphics by Laura Lyons, decorations by
Ellen Clark, Doris De ve reux, Bette Hess, Mi c h e l e
Lux and Kim Mi l l e r, auction by J. Kim Tu c c i ,
p re m i e re event sponsors Louis S. Go l t e rmann, Jr. ,
M r. and Mrs. F. Lee Ha wes and Anabeth and
John Weil, paddle sponsor S.M. Wilson, Bowe r s
Harbor Wi n e ry, Scott Ha rvey Wines and other
wineries in Missouri and Napa Va l l e y. 215 do-
nors and 313 guests helped the event raise more
than $203,000 for CID! * full sponsor list at http://cid.edu

Ultimate Picnic raises $203,000

Ellen
Clark

– Tara Brengle
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CID director emeritus and
research director emeritus Ira
J. Hirsh, PhD died of cardio-
pulmonary failure in January
of 2010 in Durham, North
Carolina. He was 88.    

Dr. Hirsh conducted pion e e r -
ing re s e a rch in human hearing,
a u d i t o ry perception, commu-
nication, speech, language and
communication disorders. Hi s
re s e a rch helped explain the
way our brains and ears pro c e s s
and interpret sounds such as
speech and music. His work
led to the development of im-
p roved hearing aids and teach-
ing methods for deaf children. 

Dr. Hirsh held a master’s
d e g ree from No rt h we s t e r n
Un i versity (1944) and a Ph D
f rom Ha rva rd Un i ve r s i t y
(1948). In 1951, he assumed a
re s e a rch appointment at CID,
along with an assistant pro f e s-
sorship at Wa s hington Un i ve r -
s i t y. He became assistant dire c-
tor of re s e a rch at CID in 1958
and was director of research
from 1965 to 1983. He also
served as director of CID 
from 1992 to 1994, when he

became an honorary member
of the CID board of dire c t o r s .

Dr. Hirsh had an illustrious
c a reer at Washington Un i ve r -
s i t y, where he was a pro f e s s o r
of psychology and audiology.  
He served as dean of the 
Faculty of Arts and Sciences
( 1 9 6 9 –1973) and chaired the
Ps ychology De p a rtment (1983–
1987). In 1984, he was named
Ed w a rd Ma l l i n c k rodt Di s t i n -
guished Professor Emeritus of
Ps ychology and Au d i o l o g y.

Dr. Hirsh authored a semi-
nal textbook, The Me a s u re m e n t
of He a r i n g , and more than 100
scholarly articles and papers.
Many of his publications are
cited as the basis for re s e a rc h
that re vo l u t i o n i zed the fields
of audiology, acoustics, psyc h o -
acoustics and deaf education.

“ Ira Hirsh was a star in
C I D ’s constellation of scien-
tists working in hearing and
d e a f n e s s ,” CID board member
and fellow scientist Je ro m e
C ox, ScD, said. “He was also
a charming, stimulating and
loyal friend. We will all miss
him deeply.” 

Dr. Hirsh was elected to the
National Academy of Sciences,
s e rved as president of the
Acoustical Society of America,
and was a fellow at the Ameri-
can Sp e e c h - L a n g u a g e - He a r i n g
Association. He c h a i red the
National Re s e a rch Council
Commission on Be h a v i o r a l
and Social Sciences and Ed u -
cation, served on the American
National St a n d a rds In s t i t u t e
and International Commission
on Acoustics, and was consul-
tant or advisor to the Office of
Noise Abatement, the Na t i o n a l
Institutes of Health and the
National Bu reau of St a n d a rd s .

His prolific honors include a
Gold Medal from the Ac o u s t i c a l
Society of America, the Peter 
H. Raven Lifetime Ac h i e ve m e n t
Award from the Academy of
Science of St. Louis, a Whet-
nall Medal f rom the Royal So -
ciety of Medicine and Ho n o r s
from the American Speech-
L a n g u a g e - Hearing Association.

Dr. Hi r s h’s rich baritone is
the voice of the CID W- 2 2
Wo rd Lists used in speech per-
ception re s e a rch. He was also
a radio announcer and dire c t e d
and/or sang in the choirs of the
First Unitarian Church of St .
Louis, the St. Louis Chamber
C h o rus and the Bach So c i e t y
of St. Louis. He and his wife,
Sh i r l e y, a fellow scientist, we re
s e m i - p rofessional ice dancers.  

Dr. Hirsh was a giant in 
his field and in the hearts and
minds of those who knew
him – at CID and through-
out the world. His influence
lives in the cascade of lives
enhanced by his re s e a rch and
academic contributions.

A beautiful little boy,
Ta’Qwon Reeves 2 0 0 6 – 2 0 1 0
Ta’Qwon Reeves came to 
CID with a moderate hearing
loss when he was 11/2. Sadly,
on January 5, 2010, he died
as a result of a car a c c i d e n t .
He was 4 years old and a stu-
dent in the CID p re-k.   

The families, students and
staff at CID deeply mourn the
loss of this beautiful little boy,
whose nickname was “Gr a n d p a .”
We offer our support and love

With full hearts, we mourn the
loss of the following members 
of the CID family.

1964 CID alumnus De n n i s
Abel, age 57, of St. Louis,
passed away in April 2010.
Mr. Abel was a volunteer at 
a local hospital and shelter.

1925 CID alumna Helen
McDonald Coley, age 91, 
of West Chester, New Jersey,
died in January 2010. Mrs.
Coley was a retired keypunch 
operator and teacher.

William H. Daniels, a g e
90, of Lancaster, Pe n n s y l va n i a ,
passed away in Ja n u a ry 2010.
Re v. Daniels was the father 
of Paul Daniels (class of 1964)
and the husband of former
CID teacher Jane Daniels. 

Sara Go l d s t e i n , age 96, a
CID board member from 1985
to 2003, died in July 2009. 
In 1964, Mrs. Go l dstein began
a drama program to help the
CID students produce plays.
She later established a scholar-
ship fund at C I D .

1936 CID alumnus Ralph
Katz, Sr., age 83, of Minne-
apolis, died in Ja n u a ry 2010.

M r. Katz was a re t i red busi-
nessman who loved to trave l .

St. Louis philanthropist 
E. Desmond Lee, age 92,
died in Ja n u a ry 2010. M r.
Lee was a CID Sp o n s o r.

Kathleen Ma c a u l ey,
age 46, died in Ja n u a ry 2010
f rom complications after
cancer surgery. Ms. Ma c a u l e y
was a CID houseparent/
teacher aide from 1982 to
1987 and again from 1988 
to 2001. Many alumni will
remember her with fond-
ness. She was an honorary
CIDAA member.

1983 CID alumnus
Michael Poole, age 38, of
St. Louis, died in October
2009. Mr. Poole worked for
a car repair shop. He is mem-
orialized at http://inmemo-
ryofmikepoole.webs.com.  

Jack Sp e n c e r, age 82,
C I D ’s business manager fro m
1979 to 1992, died in Ja n u -
a ry 2010 after a long illness.  

Sylvia T h e a , a former CID
clinic client, died in Ja n u a ry
2010. Her husband, Alfred,
taught at CID in the 1930s.

In memory : C I D f a m i l y

Ira J. Hirsh, Ph D
1 9 2 2 – 2 0 1 0

Dr. Hirsh is recognized as
one of the codifiers of modern
audiology. His work and ideas
had profound influences on the
speech and hearing sciences.

Maritz recently donated $10,000 to support
family literacy at CID. Family literacy activities
complement classroom lessons and capitalize on
the pare n t s’ role as their child’s first teachers and
i m p o rtant partners for educators. Maritz has con-
tributed more than $116,000 to CID since 1995. 

Sara Goldstein   Ralph Katz
Ta’Qwon
Reeves

Michael
Poole

to Ta’ Q w o n’s family, including
h i s sister Ta’Niyah, a student
in the CID school.
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Be f o re fraternal twins Kaitlyn
and Kelsey Casey came to CID,
they attended elementary school
in Columbia, Illinois. Kaitlyn
was diagnosed with seve re hear-
ing loss when she was 2 ye a r s
old. She was fitted with hear-
ing aids and attended an early
i n t e rvention program, but by
age 6 it was clear that she would
not be ready to work at the 
first grade level.  

Nancy Jones worried about
both of her daughters. Ke l s e y,
too, was beginning to fall
behind at school. 

The school district prov i d e d
limited support services for 
students with hearing loss. On
the advice of a special e d u c a t i o n
t e a c h e r, Jones traveled acro s s
the river to St . Louis to visit
CID and consider what else
might be possible for Kaitlyn.

It would be an unwe l c o m e
commute, but Jones said she
soon fell in love with CID’s
small classes and the teachers’
ability to make learning possible

for children who are deaf and
h a rd of hearing. By the spring,
she had arranged a school dis-
trict contract that included a
daily bus ride to CID. Kaitlyn
e n rolled in fall 2007. 

After a few months, Jones
saw Kaitlyn begin to do better
at CID – her confidence and
reading ability were improving
– but Kelsey continued to fall
behind at her neighborhood
school. A succession of ear 
infections finally ended with 
a definitive test showing per-
manent moderate to severe
hearing loss. Kelsey joined her 
sister at CID in fall 2008.

“ Despite their late start, 
both girls have made pro g re s s
t ow a rd the goal of getting back
to school with their hearing
p e e r s ,” CID co-principal Ba r b
Lanfer said.       

The Casey twins recently 
celebrated their 10th birthday.
They say they are excited about
the idea of returning to their
local school in the future.

The first goal of an audiolo-
gist in CID’s educational set-
ting is the same as that of an
audiologist in a hospital or
hearing clinic — to get each
child to hear at the best pos-
sible level. CID audiologists,
h owe ve r, have additional
responsibilities not encoun-
t e red in medical and clinical
s e t t i n g s . These include meet-
ing pare n t s’ educational and
emotional needs, ensuring
c o nsistency of the sound sig-
n a l and meeting the re h a b -
ilitation needs of each stu-
dent daily – from the time
he or she comes to CID
until he or she moves into
another educational setting.

Pa rents are often ove r-
whelmed by the amount 
of information there is to
p rocess about their child’s
hearing loss. CID audiolo-
gists take time to explain
e ve rything as often as they
need to hear it, and to
a n s wer all of their questions
f u l l y, as they arise. The goal
is to become true partners 
in giving eve ry child the best

possible access to sound and
speech – at school and at
h o m e .

C I D audiologists rely on
students, parents and teach-
ers to re p o rt how devices are
w o rking – and they educate
and coach parents to ensure
their children wear their
devices during eve ry waking
h o u r. For babies, having a
consistent sound signal
begins to train them to lis-
ten. In general, when they
h a ve the extra practice of lis-
tening throughout their non-
school hours, children listen
and do better in school.

Having audiology on-site
at CID ensures the childre n’s
devices are working pro p e r l y
at all times. It is extre m e l y
c o n venient for eve ryo n e .
Teachers and audiologists
learn from one another and
s o l ve problems or prov i d e
loaners on the fly, so a child
misses little information in
the classroom. Pa rents who
d o n’t have to go off-site for
s e rvices miss less work – and
t h e i r c h i l d ren miss less school.

Twins work hard to catch up

The CID Ou t reach Committee
(COC) is a group of yo u n g
p rofessionals dedicated to sup-
p o rting CID’s mission thro u g h
networking and volunteering
opportunities throughout the
year. Recent COC activities
have included hosting a pizza
party for CID students after 
the Go! St. Louis marathon,
being CID ambassadors at a
cocktail hour for RiverCity
Professionals and hosting the

a n n u a l Trivia Night, which
netted $16,000 in Fe b ru a ry.

Begun in 2002, the COC
has 21 active members fro m
d i verse backgrounds in the 
St. Louis business and pro -
fessional communities. In the
past five years, COC Tr i v i a
Nights have raised more than
$85,000 for CID.

This year’s officers are
CID board member Ma r i q u i t a
Barbieri, committee chair;

Eric Ko e s t n e r, membership
chair; Kristin Me s s e y, com-
munications chair, and Ma t t
L i n s e n b a rdt and Me g a n
Mc Bride, social co-chairs.

Find the rest of the commit-
tee and event updates, includ-
ing opportunities for network-
ing and volunteering with 
this energetic g ro u p, at http://
c i d . e d u / Su p p o rtCID/COC.  

Or contact Bree De Graw 
at CID, 314.977.0163.

COC at CID – young professionals group has a lot to offer

“When my daughter   
has a question about 
her hearing aids, she      
walks across the hall 
to see her audiologist.”

– Kara Murphy

School audiology is integral to success
CID audiologists have a

good working relationship
with audiologists at local hos-
pitals and clinics that may
refer children to CID. Clear,
established lines of commu-
nication with local audiolo-
gists and surgeons is especial-
ly important for the families
of children who have coch-
lear implant surgery.

This ye a r, CID audiologists
s e rved 136 CID students with
a total of 253 devices – coch-
lear implants and/or hearing
aids. Complete educational
audiology services – i n c l u d-
ing a commitment to pro f e s-
sional development, equip-
ment and technologies – 
and a daily partnership with 
parents, teachers, students,
hospitals and clinicians, 
is integral to the success 
of every child at CID.

Volunteers 

K e rrin Kowach,

Kristin Messey

and A.J. Otto

helped host a

COC party for

c h i l d ren who ran

the Go! St. L o u i s

marathon. CID

students Av e re e

M c C a rty and 

Eve Murphy and

Sara Robertson

participated.

St. Louis alumni and families: Join us Saturday, August 8
at the annual Summer Bash! RSVP to cidalumni@gmail.com
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In June of 2009, Da reon Gre g -
o ry did not pass the new b o r n
hospital hearing screening in
Kansas City, Missouri. Wi t h i n
a few months, he was diagnosed
with a moderate to severe pro-
gressive hearing loss. The hos-
pital audiologist spoke highly
of CID, and the family was
already planning to move to
St. Louis for Dad’s job. The
Gregorys contacted CID and
in September became one of
76 families of children birt h – 3
receiving early intervention
home visits f rom the Jo a n n e
Parrish Knight Family Center.

In the the childre n’s homes,
CID parent educators focus 
on developing speech and 
language in the context of t h e
whole family and the whole
c h i l d . They provide interve n-
tion within eight domains of
k n owledge. Exactly what is
a d d ressed at any given time
depends on the services and
information the child and his
or her family need at that time. 

The domains of know l e d g e
a re audiology, listening/audi-
t o ry skill development, counsel-
ing/social supp o rt, child deve l-
opment, family rights, speech/
a rticulation and re c e p t i ve and
e x p re s s i ve language. CID edu-
cators constantly assess these
a reas to identify and help t h e
p a rents meet specific needs.

CID uses family coaching
and direct therapy with the
child for the purpose of mod-
eling behavior for care g i ve r s
and family members. On e
study shows that an hour of
family coaching results in the
c a r ryover of strategies for 12
hours during the day.

Another best practice is 
using real-life activities to en-
gage a family with language.
“We leave our t oy bags behind
and go into homes ready to
w o rk with the family’s stuff,”
n u r s e ry class administrator
Jenna Voss said.“We model
behavior and help give par-
ents cognitively and deve l o p-
mentally appropriate language 
to use during daily activities
like taking a walk, preparing 
a meal or taking a bath.”

When children turn 2,
they may attend CID’s nurs-
e ry class, designed as a natural
extension of the home. Just 
as in life, eve rything is done
for a reason. If the kids play
with chalk, they have a re a s o n
to wash their hands and learn
language associated with hand
washing. If they play with oat-
meal, they may need to va c u u m
the floor – all while having
fun and learning language.

Typical 2-year-olds exe rt
independence, want to help,
and mimic their parents –

conditions ripe for learning
language around household
c h o res. During a month-long
Little Helpers nursery class
theme, parents learn to engage
their children while getting
real-life work done. 

“As in home visits, a big
emphasis in the nursery class
is on the adult learner,” Voss
said. Pa rents and family mem-
bers are invited to obs e rve 
often and to participate e ve ry
two weeks, on Family Da y. 
In addition to being a time
for teachers to engage pare n t s
in understanding and com-
municating with their chil-
d re n , Family Day prov i d e s
i n f o r m a l social support.
Here, parents can meet other
parents, seek and give advice
and see what the other kids
are doing. 

Family Day also gives
teachers opportunities to ob-

C I D’s Joanne Parrish Knight Family Ce n t e r

Growing and evo l v i n g
with babies and pare n t s

CID board
welcomes four;
one retires
In De c e m b e r, the CID board of
d i rectors welcomed four mem-
bers: Kayla Mays-Madkins,
T h e resa Se c re s t , Je f f rey Tu c k e r
and Jennifer Winfield, a n d
expressed appreciation for the
friendship and service of 
Doris Bl a n c h a rd, who re t i re d .

Kayla L. Ma y s - Madkins 
is president/CEO of Ab i l i t y
Building & Restoration LLC, 
a St. Louis American/St. Louis
Regional Chamber and Grow t h
Association Top 25 Re g i o n a l
Minority Business. She also
s e rves on the boards of Ha b i t a t
for Hu m a n i t y, St. Louis Un i -
ve r s i t y’s John Cook School of 
Business Center for En t re p re n -
e u r s h i p and the United Wa y
Wo m e n’s Leadership In i t i a t i ve.  

T h e resa Se c rest is a principal
with Ed w a rd Jones. 

Je f f rey R. Tu c k e r, a 1987
CID graduate, is a lawyer at
Bryan Cave, LLP. He also 
s e rves on the board of St a rk l o f f
Disability Institute and is a
teacher in the Junior Ac h i e ve -
ment program. He was one of
the S t . Louis Business Journ a l’s
“30 Under 30” future com-
munity leaders in 2007.

Jennifer A. Winfield is
Special Assistant United St a t e s
At t o r n e y, United States At t o r -
n e y’s Office for the Eastern
District of Mi s s o u r i – St. Louis.

Do r i s
Bl a n c h a rd 
is a 1 9 3 2 C I D
school gradu-
ate. She serve d
on the board
for 13 ye a r s .

CID services for children under 3 include 
pediatric audiology plus regular visits to homes 
of families like the Gre g o rys, who benefit from 
a parent educator skilled in meeting their needs.

se rve parent-child interactions.
If a child can do something
at school but not with the
p a rent, it may be necessary to
w o rk with the family within
another domain of knowledge. 

This year, monthly meet-
ings have been devoted to
thinking more critically and
giving a high priority to en-
hancing CID’s family center
nursery and home visit pro-
grams. The result has been a
process of planning, doing,
reflecting and d o c u m e n t i n g
the service delivery model. 

“ Our goal is to create a
f r a m ew o rk to ensure families
re c e i ve the same information,
re sources and high standard
of service within the eight
domains of knowledge,”
Voss said. “This way, we can 
completely individualize 
the CID experience t o m e e t
e ve ry f a m i l y’s needs.     

The pins on this map show 
residential locations of CID
b i rth–3 families since 2008. In
some cases, home visits also
take place beyond age 3. 
CID parent educators travel 
as far as an hour away to visit
c h i l d ren and their families in
their homes. Families who live
m o re than an hour away – and
as far as 31/2 hours away fro m
St. Louis – may bring their 
c h i l d ren to CID for services.  

In the CID nursery
class for 2-year- o l d s ,
teachers, pare n t s
and their “little
helpers” do and 
talk about re a l - l i f e
activities that take
place in the home.
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Edwin B. (Bud) Meissner, Jr.
takes special pride in both the
physical and intangible marks
his family has left on the city
of St. Louis and on CID. 

His father, EBM Sr., built
the family business, St . L o u i s
Car Company, into a grand
industrial manufacturer of
subway and railroad cars, 
military vehicles, airplanes –
even the capsules that still
carry visitors to the top of the
St. Louis Arch – and helped
create the Missouri Museum
of Transportation.

EBM Sr. became a member
of the CID board of directors
in 1927 and served as presi-
dent from 1937 until he died
in 1956. He was a respected
leader in the community, and
is credited as a driving f o rc e
behind the completion of the
CID clinic and re s e a rch build-
ing on Taylor Avenue, a site
that played a significant role 
in developing the science and
profession of audiology over
more than four decades.

“My dad built that place,”
Meissner said, adding “T h e
same man w h o built our par-
ents’ house also built the ane-
choic chamber,” one of the
first almost completely silent

spaces designed for hearing
and deafness research.

Meissner later became a
a driving force of his own –
leading the way in 1959 to
enable more families from
other states to bring their
children to CID. Meissner
and then-CID treasurer
Ha rold Burgess helped CID
buy property along the north
side of Clayton Avenue and,
in 1962, opened a new resi-
dential facility, expanding
CID’s capacity to meet grow-
ing demand. The houses on
the south side of the street
continued to accommodate
families who moved to 
St. Louis so their children
could attend CID.

Meissner grew up in a
prominent St. Louis f a m i l y.
CID founder Max Go l d s t e i n ,
MD was the family ear, nose
and throat doctor. Max and
L e o n o re Goldstein we re close
social friends with Edwin
and Edna Meissner. Bud’s
Clayton office is still the
home of the director’s chair
from Goldstein’s medical
office on Vandeventer
Avenue, given to his father
after the first CID school
building opened in 1916.

The summer after high
school, in 1937, Meissner
w o rked for the family business.
Then his father sent him to
Wharton Business School in
Pennsylvania “to learn how
college kids act.” Four years
later, before he could apply
his new knowledge to help
the company, he was drafted
into the Army. He rose to the
rank of major and was a para-
trooper in the last airborne
division in Eu rope in Wo r l d
War II. He met his wife,
Nina, after the war, when she
returned from working with
the Red Cross in Germany.

In 1946, Meissner came
back to St. Louis and the
family business. He joined the
C I D b o a rd in 1957, the ye a r
after C I D ’s second dire c t o r, 
S. Richard Si l verman, Ph D ,
delivered his father’s eulogy.
“Dick Silverman was almost 
a member of the family,”
Meissner said. 

In 1958, Meissner was
proud to attend the corner-
stone ceremony for “dad’s
research building.” In 1962,
they held another ceremony
– for the residence hall Meiss-
ner helped plan and build. 

Meissner served as presi-
dent of the CID board from
1971 to 1973. He introduced 
C I D ’s third direct o r, Do n a l d
Calvert, PhD (1972–1989)
to the board. 

Meissner legacy continues 

Edwin B. Meissner, Jr 
in 1972

As a proud member of the
United Way of Greater St.
Louis, CID receives signifi-
cant annual funding, including
$192,693 for the year 2 0 1 0 .

The United Way contri-
butes to a healthy commu-
nity by helping CID teach
children who are deaf and
hard of hearing to listen,
talk, read and succeed. Each
year, CID meets  a series of

Edwin B.
M e i s s n e r,
Sr. in 1955

United Way allocates $ 1 9 2 , 6 9 3

The CID board of directors is
composed of 60 pro f e s s i o na l s ,
f rom age 29 to 92 and many
walks of life, serving on eight
a c t i ve governing committees.

New members are elected
every year (see page 5) to
bring fresh expertise to an a l -
ready mu l t i - t a l e n ted, dedicated
CID board. Currently, 27
members have served for less
than 10 years, 15  have serve d
b e t ween 10 and 20 years and
15 have served for more than
20 years. Fi ve life members
have over 40 years of serv i c e :
Paul Arenberg and Florence
Ha we s , p a rents of CID grad-
uates, 1954 CID alumnus
William Bixby Sheldon, Ed-
win B. Me i s s n e r, Jr. (see art i-
cle to the left) and John Weil. 

At least seven board mem-
bers and the exe c u t i ve dire c t o r
have parents and/or grand-
parents with history at CID.
Laurie Miller (shown above
with her second cousin, board
p resident Ralph W. Kalish, Jr. )
is the great granddaughter of

guidelines to maintain this
important affiliation. A team
of United Way volunteers and
board members meets to re-
view governance, programs,
finance and administration. 

Generous St. Louis com-
munity support enables the
United Way to target fund-
ing for more than 200 local
charitable agencies, includ-
ing CID since 1923.

CID founder Max Go l d s t e i n ,
MD, the granddaughter of
Helen Wo l f f, and the daughter
of Norman C. Wo l f f, Jr., board
members from 1922 to 1945
and 1966 to 2009, re s p e c t i ve l y.

The lineage of current CID
b o a rd members also includes: 
life member Michael Freund’s
grandmother, Sadye Edison,
who served from 1937 to 1979;
St e ve Mc Mi l l a n’s grandmother,
Arla Mc Mi l l a n ( 1 9 5 8 – 1 9 8 5 )
and father, William B. Mc Mi l -
lan (1985–2005); Edwin B.
Meissner, Jr.’s father, Edwin
B. Meissner, Sr. ( 1 9 2 7 – 1 9 5 6 ) ,
and William B. Sheldon’s
mother, Lillian Bixby Shel-
don (1943–1969). Barbara
Morriss’ mother, Mary
Burton, served from 1956 
to 1983. The table in CID’s
conference room was her
family dining room table.

The list also includes exec-
u t i ve director (and non-vo t i n g
b o a rd member) Robin Fe d e r’s
mother, Joy Melman, a CID
teacher in the late 1940s.

CID is in board’s DNA

Bud Meissner 
remembers 
his dad, EBM S r., 
buying turkeys
wholesale and
roasting them to
serve at annual
board meetings. 
In 1966, Bud con-
tinued his family
tradition, doing
the honors with
fellow board mem-
ber James Grove. 

Mo re than 80 years of family service at CID

* K n own current board members’ family with past service also include S. Charles Ba e r,
J r., S. Charles Baer Sr., Si d n e y Baer and Marie Baer (Fa ye - Beth O’By r n e’s son and late
husband, brother-in-law and mother-in-law), Sara Goldstein (Linda Go l d s t e i n’s moth-
er- in-law), Nancy Fox (Michael Fre u n d’s daughter), I.A. St e vens, Wade Childress and
Fielding Childress (William Sh e l d o n’s great uncle, grandfather-in-law and uncle-in-law).
Tom Jayne and his son-in-law, Kw a m e’ Cu rtis currently serve together on the board .
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William Bixby Sheldon
Mr. Mark Fordyce

Caroline Springer
Miss Sara Cady Scott

The Thomas Family
The Thomas Family

Anabeth & John Weil
Mr. & Mrs. Charles P. Reay

Wells Fargo Advisors 
Training Department

Ms. Breann Chastain

Steve Williamson
Mr. Corey Quinn

Jean Wolff
Mr. Paul M. Arenberg
Mr. & Mrs. Melvin J. Dunkelman
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Hoffman
Mr. & Mrs. Don Mintmire
Mrs. Edna Rosenheim

I N M E M O RY O F :
Eileen J. Achenbach
Mr. Ronald D. Achenbach

Ann Arenberg
Mr. & Mrs. Philip H. Barron

John L. & Frances N. Chleboun
Mr. James M. Chleboun

Betty Ridenour Claar
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph R. Dunbeck
Ms. Jane L. Elbert
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel H. West

Ellen Clark
Mrs. Grace Brod
Mr. & Mrs. Alan J. Broddon
Dr. Jerome R. Cox, Jr.
Mr. Robert Leavitt & Mrs. 

Deanna Kuhlmann-Leavitt
Dr. & Mrs. Paul Lux
Mr. & Mrs. Edwin B. Meissner, Jr.

& Family
Mr. & Mrs. William T. O’Byrne
Mr. & Mrs. Charles P. Reay
Ms. Kimberly Readmond
Mr. Jay Reiter
Mrs. Lynn Schenck
Mr. & Mrs. Richard K. Weil, Jr.
Ms. Susan C. Whaley

Lillian Nathanson Cutler
Mr. Arthur E. Cutler

Joe & Sara Goldstein
Mr. & Mrs. Robert R. Wootten

Elizabeth Gunther
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Bakkensen

James Guth
Mr. & Mrs. John M. Gunther

Dr. Ira J. Hirsh
Mr. William Miksicek
Mrs. Reuben M. Morriss
Ms. Kimberly Readmond

William Hobbs
Mr. & Mrs. Elmer Meyer

Vicki Hurwitz’s mother
Mrs. Robin M. Feder

Ralph Kalish, Sr.
Mrs. Lucie G. Watel

Ralph Katz
Ms. Zelia Goldberg
Hearing Loss Association 

of America Twin Cities
Mr. & Mrs. Edward B. Kahn

Bruce Lammers
Mr. Donald C. Anselm

Sally J. Leigh
Ms. Anne Doelger
Ms. Jean A. Kersting
Ms. Doris Kloeppner
Ms. Judy McLachlin
Mr. Charles W. Rea
Ms. Martha Shutty

Ellis Lipsitz, MD
Mrs. Alfred H. Vorhaus

Dr. Audrey Simmons Martin
Mr. John Arenberg
Dr. Sue Schwartz

Beulah M. McGuire Mayfield
Mr. & Mrs. John Kelley

Katy Mullins’ mother
Mrs. Robin M. Feder

Charles Murphy
Mr. & Mrs. James H. Patton

Molly Olsen
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Goddard

William Pearl
Mr. Julian Glazer
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Mullenholz
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Ross

Michael Poole
Ms. Novella J. Moellenhoff
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy P. Tighe

Mahalingam Rajagopalan
Ms. Aruna Rajagopalan

J .V. Renfro
Mrs. Roma Yankee-Renfro

Dr. S. Richard Silverman
Mr. & Mrs. Norman Pava

Sylvia S. Thea
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Berger
Mr. Ronald K. Fagerstrom
Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Farer
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Fredman 

& Family
Ms. Bea Lander 

& Ms. Maureen Garfield
Ms. Carol Hellman
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Goldstein
Ms. Deborah Musen
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Roberts
Ms. Evelyn Rosenberg & Family
Ms. Myra Rosenthal 

& Mr. Alan Raymond
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Schukar
Mr. & Mrs. Henry Stolar
Ms. Marilyn Stone
Mr. Micah Tepper
Mr. & Mrs. Sanford Thal

Joseph Voss
Mr. & Mrs. Allen Voss

Larry Welter
Mrs. Patricia F. Welter

G . A . White
Ms. Brenda K. Godfrey

Lois M. White
The Goddard Family

Norman C. (Tom) Wolff 
Ms. Martha Lyman

Joseph (Buddy) S. Young
Ms. Loretta Young

CID: A Jo u rn e y
Ph o t o g raphy by Tom Ro l l i n s

Looking for a gift for a person who has eve rything? Consider a tribute donation to CID to honor a loved one, 
to help celebrate a special occasion or milestone – or just to acknowledge someone who has special meaning in your life. 

I N H O N O R O F :
John Arenberg
Mr. Steven M. Arenberg

Steven M. Arenberg
Mr. John Arenberg
Mr. Paul M. Arenberg
Ms. Susan Arenberg
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Arenberg

Sally Atkins
Mr. W. Scot Atkins

The Campbell Family
The Thomas Family

The Carver Family
The Thomas Family

Sue Christman
Ms. Lucy Christman

Bob Clark
Mr. Mark S. Hugeback
Mr. Paul Macon

The Conley Family
The Thomas Family

Rollen Michael Cooper
Mr. & Mrs. Rollen R. Cooper

The Crawford Family
The Thomas Family

The Curry Family
The Thomas Family

Anne Knight Davidson
Mr. & Mrs. Charles F. Knight

Genevieve Del Rosario
SLUPAS Class of 2009

Cody Drury
Delray & Barb Drury

Jeannette & Layton Duer
Mr. & Mrs. John Kelley

Herbert Early
Anonymous 

Michael H. Freund
Harry Edison Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Jamie Goodman
Mrs. Elise S. Myer

Vera Hall
Ms. Robin Hudson

C I D Tr i b u t e Gi f t s 11/1/09–4/30/10

Mr. & Mrs. F. Lee Hawes
Mr. & Mrs. James Mangano, II

J . W. Hogan
Anonymous 

Laura Jadin
Ms. Barb Neddo

Tom Jayne
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Lane

Ralph W. Kalish, Jr.
Hon. & Mrs. Allan Goodman
Ms. Laurie W. Miller

Mr. Ralph W. Kalish, Jr.
& Ms. Eleanor L. Withers

Mr. & Mrs. Kimball R. McMullin

David & Marti Kelley
Mr. & Mrs. John Kelley

J.T. & Tina Kelley
Mr. & Mrs. John Kelley

Richard, Priscilla, Josie Kurz
& Jenny Guerney

Barnett & Anne Berch Foundation

Kevin Kwiecinski
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Kwiecinski

Dawn Lewis
Anonymous 

Rachel Lohr & Adam Sheps
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Lohr

Marcella Meeks
Ms. Erica Homan-Bolling

Betty & Paul Mendelson
Mrs. Betty Moulton

Daniel & Ann Miller
Ms. Martha Lyman
Ms. Margot Miller

Mason Miller
Ms. Martha Lyman

Erik Nordlof
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Gould

Amanda Ortmann
Mr. Taylor S. Deloge

Nancy Russell
Mr. Paul Macon

Mr. & Mrs. Brad Shaw
Mrs. Elise S. Myer

2006 CID graduate Ryan Roberts became 
the subject of photographer To m Rollins’ 
attention as he had fun with a classmate 
in second grade. Zoe and Leila were
e n g rossed in reading in the CID pre - k .

C I D : A Jo u rn ey is a vivid way to share 
the story of CID. Find it at http://cid.edu.

CO R R E C T I O N S : In a previous issue of sound effects, we incorrectly 
stated two facts. Dr. T. Alan Hu rwitz holds an EdD (not a Ph D ) . Hi s
wife, Vicki, left CID for public school in 1958 (not 1954). 

. .
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In May, Geeta Shandilya had
a lot of accomplishments to
celebrate. She earned a master’s
d e g ree in deaf education fro m
t h e Washington Un i ve r s i t y
School of Medicine Program in
Audiology and Communication
Sciences (PACS). Her daught e r
Avani graduated from CID. 

Geeta and her husband,
Vi j a y, moved their family fro m
India to Florida when Avani was
6 months old. They planned t o
return to their country in a few
years, but about a month later
they began to re a l i ze Avani was
not receiving auditory informa-
tion. Testing re vealed pro f o u n d

Mother and daughter
celebrate together

deafness – news with extra cul-
tural implications for the family.   

“ In an Indian school, yo u
h a ve to know at least three lan-
guages to surv i ve ,” Geeta s a i d .
“These include the national l a n-
guage and both pare n t s’ re g i o n a l
l a n g u a g e s . It was horrifying 
to think Avani would not have
any language.”

So the family spent all of 
their money on cab fare to go 
to speech therapy twice a we e k
while they explored programs 
to help Avani learn to talk. Sh e
re c e i ved a cochlear implant at 
17 months and attended Clark e
School in Florida, where Mo m

Avani and Geeta Shandilya  

became i n t e rested in teaching.
“ In deaf education, I saw a m i r a -
cle happening right in front o f
my eyes,” Geeta said. “I wanted
to be part of that.”

Geeta and Avani have contin-
ued their educations in St. Louis 
for the past two years. In Ma y,
mother and daughter part i c i -
pated together in the traditional
shared recognition ceremony
among nine graduates of CID
and 22 future audiologists and
teachers of the deaf from PACS.   

Avani is 7. In the fall, she will
attend second grade in a neigh-
borhood school and her mom
will join the CID teaching staff.

825 South Taylor Avenue, St. Louis, MO 6 3 1 1 0


